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An original is a creation motivated by desire. Any reproduction of an originals motivated be necessity. It is marvelous that we are the only species that creates gratuitous forms. To create is divine, to reproduce is human. 
Man Ray 

I paint what cannot be photographed, that which comes from the imagination or from dreams, or from an unconscious drive. 
Man Ray 

I photograph the things that I do not wish to paint, the things which already have an existence. 
Man Ray 

It has never been my object to record my dreams, just the determination to realize them. 
Man Ray 

Of course, there will always be those who look only at technique, who ask 'how', while others of a more curious nature will ask 'why'. Personally, I have always preferred inspiration to information. 
Man Ray 

One of the satisfactions of a genius is his will-power and obstinacy. 
Man Ray
“All critics should be assassinated.”

Man Ray (Hollywood 1940-1951)
Unconcerned but not indifferent 
To be continued and unnoticed 

Man Ray Paris-LA
Man Ray was very smart on art panels, with a genius for disquieting everyone. He has an intellectual radicalism, and an admiration for the Marquis de Sade because of his absolute freedom. That was what guided him. (pg. 119)

(At USC lecture 1950) “What does it represent?” one student asked. “What do you represent?” he’d retort. He would interrupt his session and demand, “Who has number eight?” A hand shot up, and Man asked, “Who doesn’t have number eight?” From among the upraised hands, he chose one student and said, “You win.”
