From his book Protocol, Alexander Galloway discussed the transition of power and control between centralized, decentralized, and distributed networks within this new “society of control.” The control over society has moved from a centralized power, a central hub or point, to a decentralized power, a network of multiple central hosts via technology, and according to Galloway, is moving further into a distributed network of power, a network of points that communicate via no central host and on their own accord. I found that Galloway’s assertion on how the Internet is actually a controlled aspect of society was intriguing because we normally associate the Internet as something that is completely uncontrollable when it is in fact controlled, now, by a decentralized network of a strict protocol. This protocol serves as the basic blueprints for building anything on the Internet and forces “voluntary regulation” within the so-called uncontrollable Internet. The DNS is another power of control that, unlike TCP/IP which allows “peer-to-peer” communication on a non-hierarchal network, adopts a hierarchal structure in which one branch holds more control over another and so on, relating that something could be easily erased from the Internet if on branch disturbed the other it was controlled by.

[image: image1.png]


