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A Writer’s Reference, Planning, Drafting and Revising


This first section of Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference begins by providing a brief overview of the stages involved in any piece of writing. It goes on to suggest a number of techniques used for “exploring a subject,” or in other words, generating a list of ideas related to that subject on which to base one’s writing. Some of these brainstorming techniques include “listing” simple phrases or sentences, using “clustering” to establish relationships between ideas, or asking questions to provoke useful thought. Hacker also recommends the use of text annotation, “nonstop” writing, and conversation as tools to help launch a given writing assignment. 

Once a writer has harvested enough ideas, they need to refine their topic and focus their thoughts in order to arrive at a central idea, or thesis. On this, they base an outline planning the way their writing will unfold. Hacker then goes on to explain good practices involved in preparing a draft that offers its readers that which its thesis has promised, and ways in which to improve a draft towards its finalized version.

Voices of Diversity, Introductory Materials

The introductory section of Voices of Diversity gives a brief overview of the religious philosophies that will serve as the substance of our writing this quarter. As human beings, we naturally seek “reason” or “purpose” in our lives. Most of us rely on faith or religion to help us come to grips with the mysteries that surround our existence. As most everyone has grappled with these questions at one point in their lives or another, the topic serves as a universal subject of interests for nearly all humans.

It is admitted that no one “voice” can be expected to fully and accurately represent the entire gamut of sects or “branches” a religion may hold. Furthermore, the introduction stresses that, in order for this exercise to be productive, we must cast aside any personal prejudice or bias towards any one faith. It’s impossible to properly explore a new subject with a closed mind. The same sort of intolerance is responsible for much of the world’s suffering. Only through learning and acceptance, the author argues, can we start to work towards peace.

