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Powell, The Cultural Context of Classical Myth

This reading gives a general outline of the periods that historical scholars have used to divide the history of ancient Greek civilization. It describes briefly the social and political conditions that characterized each of these eras, the wars that precipitated their cycling, and the technological developments that facilitated their growth. It then goes on to detail the roles of ancient Greek women and men in the classical age, their responsibilities as citizens of Greek city-states and the cultural practices that most likely informed the formation of their mythology. I enjoyed the reading since my mother’s entire family is Greek and I got to learn a bit about the factors that might have influenced their modern-day heritage.

The reading concludes using modern day abrahamic religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism) to draw comparison to the system of beliefs that constitute Greek mythology. I know most of my mother’s family as well as the majority of Greeks today are Orthodox Christians. The one question I’m left with following this outline of early Greek civilization is how the transition from one system of beliefs to another was made. I suspect I’ll have to wait until further into the quarter for the answer.
