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Dowden, What is Myth?
The general definition of “myth” that I carried with me before having taken this class was not complicated. I thought them to be simple, disproven stories. For all practical purposes, the word myth, when used colloquially in our society, means just this.

And while this definition holds true for the large majority of stories we’ve discussed in class, their significance goes far being novel falsehoods. Certainly the false historicity of any of the stories we’ve discussed is no longer a matter of contention, but my definition of what myth means has changed much more than what I think myth is. I think myth is a coping mechanism just as modern day religions are, but the religion of the ancient Greeks bears stark contrast with today’s major religious traditions. The study of myth enlightens our perspective of a given society at a given point in time. The ancient Greeks believed their gods to be much more susceptible to human character flaws and I think this is the most interesting snapshot or facet of the development of human religion that I’ve taken from this class.
