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Reading Response, 4/10/08

Powell, The Development of Classical Myth

This reading deals with the cultures and civilizations that predated the peoples to whom we traditionally attribute the “creation” of classical myth. What Powell points out is that, in reality, we see traces of classical myth in artifacts that precede Greek civilization by a few millennia. We see a great deal of overlap between the deities associated with Sumerian and Greek mythology. Semitic and Hittite traditions also influenced the development of these myths. Powell describes the institutions of the Greek rhapsode and the aoidoi, as well as the tragedians in regards to their role in shaping and disseminating Greek myth. Roman poets such as Ovid and Vergil also incorporated the myths of the Greeks and elaborated upon their stories in their writing.

From what I gathered, the pockets of civilization that may have ultimately influenced the formation of Greek Myth were not particularly close in proximity or time. The degree of coincidence between classical Greek Myth, and that of say, the Sumerians, is astounding. How is it that these bodies of myth share so many of the same qualities? I’m a design student here at UCLA, and if there’s one thing I can say I’ve learned from my studio education thus far, it’s that you can’t create in a vacuum. People like to quibble over “authorship” and “originality,” but in some respects, all creation entails a degree of theft (or “appropriation” if you’d like). For this I’m not surprised to see the great deal of influence that some relatively distant cultures can have upon one another. I do not believe, however, that such influence points to any sort of creative deficiency, but rather, a collective human conscious whose methods for justifying and rationalizing existence are all relatively similar.

