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Nasr, Untitled, from What Does It Mean to Be Human?
I had a hard time discerning how Nasr’s article addresses the question of how the different religions of the world can exist in harmony. First he goes on to criticize humanity’s attempts to define itself up until modern times. He claims human beings are attempting to define themselves by “means of something which as stood below the human,” which I would assume might mean by means of science, physical phenomena, etc. He claims the real definition of humanity is a “higher” intelligence and awareness of true and false or right and wrong. Humans are further distanced from other beasts in their capacity to “improve.” He goes on to say that the soul can only be improved if one acknowledges a higher spirit, since the innate “goodness” of all humanity is God’s doing. The aim of human beings should be to “transcend” their humanity. His piece comes closest to addressing the title question of this series of articles in stating that Humanism is incapable of uniting humanity, calling it turbulent and unstable. I might guess that this is because he believes the rejection of “God” counter to human nature. He calls on humans to act as the “bridge” between heaven and earth.
Lerner, “Should Scared Jews Become Tough Jews?”

Michael Lerner uses September 11th as the catalyst for a discussion centered mostly on how the world can work to end violence. His article not only comments on how the religions of the world can come to coexist, it almost offers something of a blueprint for world peace. He cites 9/11 as clear evidence that humanity is losing sight of the sanctity of life. We instinctively vilify the perpetrators of such heinous acts, but Lerner suggests that we consider what degree of culpability we hold ourselves: “We need to ask ourselves, ‘What is it in the way that we are living, organizing our societies, and treating each other that makes violence seem plausible to so many people?’” 

To solve this problem Lerner urges us to recognize the “spirit of God” in every human being. Too often do we close our eyes and ears to the problems of the planet’s deprived millions. Lerner accuses America of hoarding the world’s resources, accelerating globalization and tearing the upper and lower classes of the world farther and farther apart. He does not seek to justify the action of terrorists, but merely shed light on their motives. He encourages us to pursue a “world based on love, generosity, kindness, peace, economic justice, awe, and wonder,” in which we do not retreat into our own “self-fulfilling pessimism.” He encourages humanity to become one.
Frank. Prologue from What Does It Mean to Be Human?
Frederick Franck’s story begins in a coffee shop in Greenwich Village. He and a handful of concerned others, alarmed by the seemingly endless nature of the 20th century’s history of violence and bloodshed, sought to unite likeminded individuals in an effort towards peace. They formed the Anti-Barbaric Coalition (A-B C for short), whose stated goals are to connect all peoples still “unestranged from their basic human sanity, their capacities for insight, empathy … and who have not given up on what is human in others.” The founding members who met in that coffee shop in 1995 then began writing. They sought to commit to paper what they deemed the essence of humanity—what it means to be “human.” The embraceable, personal tone of the papers they circulated sparked a chain reaction in which hundreds of other contributors wrote similar literature. All of the writing was compounded into a book. Franck hopes the collection of writing will pose resistance to the “slide into posthuman barbarism.”

